
 

 

 Co nnections
Vision for Catholic high school in 
Mirebalais moves closer to reality 

        Ohio      Haiti     Wisconsin           Lent 2016 

      Working with Hands and 

Hearts with Haiti and Notre 
Dame University, Fr. Leveque 
Bien Ami has received a planning 
grant from the Kellogg Founda-
tion, with the hope that following 
completion of the grant work, the 
foundation will fund the building 
of a new Catholic High School to 
serve the greater Mirebalais area. 

     Currently, children wanting to 
go to a Catholic high school need 
to leave their families and com-
munities to continue their educa-
tion. 

 

   

  

      

      

     

     The feasibility part of the grant 
has been completed with a rec-
ommendation to move forward 
to the next stage. This stage 
would involve getting proposals 
for the architectural design of the 
school. 

     The design is to meet Fr. 
Leveque’s desire to include 
hands-on training with a small 
goat farm and garden. Eventually 
Father hopes to include addition-
al vocational/technical school 
components. 

     When HHH first teamed with St. 

Louis Parish, Fr. Leveque suggested we 

partner with Noyau, one of his rural 

chapels. A commitment was made to 

assist Father with the startup of a new 

school in the community. 

        The primary school was begun in 

2013 with 2 grades —  kindergarten 

and 1st grade. In 2014 the second grade 

was added and this year the third grade.  

The school is temporarily housed in the 

village church, which has limited space.  

Haitian Farmer Donates 

Land for Noyau School 

      When Fr. Leveque asked us to build 

a combination Church and School, he 

also wanted someone from his parish 

community to donate the land. He felt 

that the Haitian people should do what 

they can to participate in the project 

and invest in their children’s education. 

      A local sugar cane farmer stepped 

forward to provide the land for the new 

building. With a kick-off gift from 

Denise Healy’s Mission of Hope, Inc. 

organization, HHH’s fund drive is cur-

rently underway to raise the funds 

needed for the new Church/School 

building! 



 

 

On the Ground in Haiti: Golds Mythe Joseph 

With a two year business and 
communication degree, her en-
gaging personality and bound-
less enthusiasm, she headed 
back to Haiti. Funding from 
HHH enabled Fr. Leveque to 
hire Golds to assist him with the 
youth programs in the parish 
and oversee the projects sup-
ported by our organization. 

     Golds hit the ground running 
in July. She has set up after-
school classes in dance, crafts, 
and English for the students in 
the parish. Another of her      

     When members of HHH vis-
ited Golds Mythe Joseph, a 
young Haitian woman studying 
in Wausau, Wisconsin, they im-
mediately recognized that she 
was something special. Her vi-
sion was to move the youth in 
her community from the “I” to 
the “We” in order to build a bet-
ter civic society in Haiti. 

                                                                 

 

 

 

efforts has involved organizing 
and providing training for wom-
en’s groups in the chapels.  She 
also hopes to set up a micro- 
lending program for the women. 
Golds has also brought needed 
organization to our clean water 
program and helped arrange 
travel and activities when mem-

bers visited St. Louis Parish in 
October. Under the leadership of 
Fr. Leveque and Golds, we are 
seeing community development 
in action and feel blessed to 

 

Almsgiving Project for Hands and Hearts with Haiti   
will help to enable  self-sustaining communities 

Golds Mythe Joseph 

Students in after-school program 

Fr. Leveque and Golds with 

members of HHH mission team 

 

Thanks to HHH Team members Mary 

Van Den Heuvel, who wrote the 

copy, and LoAnn Steward, who took 

the photos, for this Lent 2016 edition 

of Connections. 

  

 

     What is mercy? According to 
the Merriam-Webster dictionary 
it is “kindness or help given to 
people who are in a very bad or 
desperate situation.”     
      The people of Haiti who are 
served by Hands and Hearts with 
Haiti (HHH) projects fit this defi-
nition. Donations to the HHH 
Almsgiving Project are used in a 
number of ways to help them lift 
themselves out of desperate situa-
tions and start on the road to self-
sufficiency. 
      Your donations, which can be 
made at any time throughout the 

year, will assist our Haitian 
partner, Fr. Leveque Bien-Aime, 
to move forward in his vision to 
form self-sustaining communi-
ties. Your support will help to 

• continue beans & rice lunches 

• expand school space 

• provide clean water 

• advance the goat program 

 support micro finance for      
women 

 expand worship space 

      If you would like to make a 
donation, please make checks 
payable to Assumption Church 
with Haiti and your envelope 
number on the memo line. 

      Helping those with so much 
less brings the words of Jesus to 
mind: “When you do it for the 
least of my brothers and sisters, 
you do it for me.” 


